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SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 2156

AS AMVENDED BY THE SENATE

Passed Legislature - 2005 Regul ar Session

State of WAshi ngt on 59th Legislature 2005 Regul ar Sessi on
By House Commttee on Children & Famly Services (originally
sponsored by Representatives Hinkle, Kagi , Ni xon, Pettigrew,

McDonal d, Di ckerson, Pearson, Springer, Rodne and WIIi amns)

READ FI RST TI ME 03/ 04/ 05.

AN ACT Rel ating to dependency and term nation of parental rights;
creating a new section; providing an expiration date; and declaring an
ener gency.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. (1) Ajoint task force on child safety for
children in child protective services or child welfare services is
est abl i shed. The joint task force shall consist of the follow ng
menbers:

(a) One nenber fromeach of the two | argest caucuses of the senate,
appoi nted by the president of the senate;

(b) One nenber from each of the two | argest caucuses of the house
of representatives, appointed by the speaker of the house of
representatives;

(c) Arepresentative fromthe Washi ngton council for prevention of
chil d abuse and negl ect;

(d) One representative from each of the four nost recent child
fatality review commttees;

(e) The secretary of the departnent of social and health services
or the secretary's designee;
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(f) The executive director of the office of public defense or the
executive director's designee;

(g) The director of the office of famly and children's onbudsman
or the director's designee;

(h) A representative of the Washi ngton association of sheriffs and
police chiefs;

(1) The secretary of the departnent of health or the secretary's
desi gnee;

(Jj) Arepresentative of the office of attorney general;

(k) A representative of the superior court judges associ ation;

() One representative each from social workers for child
protective services and social workers for child welfare services,
appointed by the secretary of the departnent of social and health
services; and

(m The follow ng nenbers, jointly appointed by the speaker of the
house of representatives and the president of the senate:

(1) A representative from a statewi de foster parents association
and a foster parent not affiliated with the statewi de foster parents
associ ati on;

(ii) Arepresentative froma statew de birth parent organi zation or
a birth parent who has been involved in the child welfare system

(ti1) Two representatives of Washington state Indian tribes as
defined under the federal Indian welfare act (25 U S. C. Sec. 1901 et
seq.); and

(iv) One representative each fromtwo different organizations that
primarily provide services to children and famlies involved wth the
child welfare system

(2) Two of the legislative nenbers shall serve as cochairs of the
task force.

(3) The task force shall review and nmake recommendations to the
| egislature and the governor on inproving the health, safety, and
wel fare of Washington children in child protective services or child
wel fare services. In preparing the recomendations, the conmmttee
shall, at a mnimum review the foll ow ng issues:

(a) State and federal statutes regarding child safety, placenent,
r emoval from the hone, term nation of par ent al rights, and
reunification with parents;
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(b) Current and ongoi ng departnent of social and health services
work groups or work plans regarding child safety, placenent, renova
fromthe honme, term nation of parental rights, and reunification with
parents;

(c) The purpose and value of child protection teans and determ ne
whet her any changes shoul d be nade;

(d) Best practices regarding children renoved fromparents at birth
and placed in out-of-hone care, transition services for famlies with
children in out-of-hone placenent for an extended period of time, and
standards for return to hone placenent when a child has been placed
out - of - home i ncl uding situations where a child has been placed out - of -
home and returned to honme nmultiple tines;

(e) The training that is offered to social workers regarding child
devel opnent and det erm ne whet her any changes shoul d be nade;

(f) Best practices regarding sharing of accurate, conplete, and
rel evant nedical, nental health, and substance abuse information
bet ween case workers, supervisors, the courts, child protection teans,
counsel, guardi ans, parents, and other relevant participants in child
pl acenent deci si ons;

(g) Best practices for assessing and addressing chem cal dependency
I ssues of parents;

(h) The effectiveness of current hone-based service providers
currently used and determ ne whet her any changes shoul d be nade;

(i) Best practices addressing famly cultural and tribal issues and
the role, if any, of social worker training or bias in safety
assessnent and pl acenent deci sions; and

(j) Oher issues deened relevant to inproving child safety
out cones.

(4) The task force, where feasible, may consult with individuals
fromthe public and private sector.

(5) The task force shall use legislative facilities and staff from
senate comm ttee services and the house office of programresearch

(6) The task force shall report its prelimnary findings and
recomendations to the legislature by Decenber 31, 2005, and a fina
report on its findings and recommendati ons by Septenber 1, 2006.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. This act expires Cctober 1, 2006.
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NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. This act is necessary for the immediate
preservation of the public peace, health, or safety, or support of the
state governnent and its existing public institutions, and takes effect
i mredi atel y.

Passed by the House April 18, 2005.

Passed by the Senate April 19, 2005.

Approved by the Governor May 13, 2005.

Filed in Ofice of Secretary of State May 13, 2005.
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